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Introduction

This policy statement should be read in conjunction with the advice and definitions contained in Charging for School Activities DFE 2014
Funding

Legislative changes as a result of the 1988 Education Reform Act are acknowledged to contain implications of additional costs, but no extra money has been made available by central government to local authorities to cover these costs.   Equally, the Local Education Authority does not make additional monies available nor reserve any money for these purposes from the budget allocated to schools.

The Exercise of Discretion

All possible areas of discretion, with the exception of school clothing grants, transport to swimming baths and the Moers Student Exchanges, are funded by monies allocated in accordance with existing policies and practices to governing bodies and Headteacher.   As a general principles therefore, the Authority has declined to exercise its discretion directly in respect of any activity other than school clothing grants, swimming transport and support for participants in Moers Exchanges.   It does however encourage governing bodies to consider how best the needs of their pupils might be met in such areas of discretion within their existing budgets and by means of voluntary contributions from parents.

Voluntary Contributions

The Governors are empowered to seek voluntary contributions for appropriate purposes in accordance with the terms of Circular Charging for School Activities DFE 2014.   The Governors of school have accepted the principle that voluntary contributions may be sought for activities that occur both during and out of schools hours.   They are also mindful of the fact that school attracts donations from charitable sources and reserve the right to use these donations in part or whole to supplement activities for the pupils both during and out of school hours.  The Governors recognise that parental contributions must be genuinely voluntary.   The terms of any request for contributions will make it clear [a] that there is no obligation to contribute and [b] that registered pupils at the school will not be treated differently according to whether or not their parents have made any contribution in response to the request.

School Clothing

The Authority continues to administer its central system of support in accordance with existing practice for school clothing grants, by which parents receive an annual grant in respect of each child of compulsory school age if the family receives Income Support or Family Credit.    This grant is adjusted annually in the budget process.

Protection Clothing

Safety goggles etc. are provided free of charge by the school.

Cookery Aprons, P.E. Clothing etc.

Parents are asked to provide P.E. kit and cookery aprons.   The costs of P.E. clothing for those parents in receipt of  Income Support or Family Credit, if parents are asked to provide it, is assumed to be included in the clothing grant referred to above.

Ingredients, Materials etc.

The school’s budget includes the costs of materials used in Food Technology and D.T. lessons.   However, the school may also invite voluntary contributions from parent to help with the cost of ingredients.    Alternatively, parents may be asked to voluntarily contribute ingredients themselves.

Examination Fees

The school will pay the cost of any examination fees incurred.

Education Partly During School Hours

The Act has provided a basis for determining whether an activity is deemed to take place in or out of school hours.

Non-residential Activities

A non-residential activity is deemed to take place during school hours if 50% or more of the period spent on the activity occurs during school hours.   Time spent travelling counts only if the travel itself occurs during school hours.   School hours do not include the break in the middle of the school day.

Where less than 50% of  the time spent on a non-residential activity falls during school hours, the activity is deemed to have taken place outside of school hours.   An example might be an excursion which requires the pupils to leave school an hour or so earlier than usual in the afternoon but involves them in an activity which does not end until quite late in the evening.

The Governors have adopted the principle of seeking additional general voluntary contributions to enable such trips to be viable.   However, there may be instances when such trips have to be curtailed if funding is not achieved.

Residential Activities

Section 106 of the Act defines a residential trip as a trip arranged for registered pupils by, or on behalf of, the LA or the governing body and requiring the pupils to spend one or more nights away from their usual overnight accommodation.   If the number of school sessions (the school day is divided in to two sessions) missed by the pupils is less than 50% of the number of half days taken up by the activity, the activity is deemed to take place outside school hours.   If the number of school sessions is 50% or more of the number of half days, the activity is deemed to take place during school hours no charge may be made for the education provided, nor for the cost travel.   Charges may however be made for board and lodging.   Any charges made must not exceed the actual cost of providing board and lodging for that pupil.   Governors are required by Section 110 of the Act to remit in full the board and lodging charges of any pupils whose family receives Income Support or Family Credit.  The Authority does not provide additional funds for this.   All parents will be advised of their statutory entitlement to enable them to claim if they are eligible.   The Governors have adopted the principle of seeking additional general voluntary contributions to enable such trips to be viable.   However, there may be instances when such trips have to be curtailed if funding is not achieved.










